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BOOK NOTICES 


Daviii Y i t man. 2002. The Guarijios of the Sierra Madre: hidden People of North- 
western Mexico. (ISBN 0-8263-2234-4). University ol New Mexico Press, 
1 720 Lomas Boulevard NL, Albuc{uerc|ue, NM 87131-13Q1, U.S.A. (Orders: 
I -800-249-7737; 1-505-277-9270 lax.) $49.95, 270 pp., numerous b/u^ photos, 
1 map, 8 1/2" X II 1/4". 


The C^iuari ji(')S are a native tribe ol Mexico’s remote Sonora desert, a rugged land ol mountains, can- 
\'ons. plains. aiul the all-important river. It isa land perhaps best knowm to botanists through I loward 
S. Gentr\’s /\io Muyu /^/um si G)42) and (n’lU rv\ Rio Mincf Phinls, bv P.S. Martin, Yet man. et al.iGMH.j 

/ » ^ . y 

Yeiman jmirneyed there again t(3 study the [slants and the ways that the nati\'e use the plants. Actu- 
ally. by shmving an interest in the plants, he became aetjuainted with the pec^ple and their li\T's so 
that his book is more ol an ant hropological study than a btManical one, Nexertheless plants ligure 
prediuninant l\'. though it is in no wa\' an attempt to update the earlier works. Rather. Yet man con- 
centrateson the usage ilcMKl. medicine, lumber, etc.) with an int roductorx’ "plant primer ’ol nine un- 
usual [slants. I le culminates his 1 indings with a list ol |'»lants, the "ethnol lora ’’ oi the Guarijios. — /on n n 
Kor<^cs, RoUinircil Rc.scuiv/i Insdlutcol Tcxosjvrt Worth, T\, U.S.A. 


Da\ti ) Ye eman and 1 1 k >mas R. V an DiiVE;NnE:R. 2002. Mayo Ethnobolany: Land, History, 

and Traditional Knowledge in Northwest Mexico. (ISBN 0-S20-22721-2, hhk.). 
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I ’ Li 1 1 i 1 1 m e n t Sc r \’ i ces, 609-88 3- 
numeroLis black and white photographs. 

In more than I il ty trips ol lour to ten days bet weei3 the early R)O0s and 20(H^ t he authors \'isited t he 
Ma\t3s thi Sonora and Sinah^a, studying their land, their cust(">ms. and especially their use ol plants. 
These arc pc'ople who lor t lu‘ most part liw ol I the land and so incorporate mc>si ol the plants in one 
\\ht\' tM* anot her in their dai l\' I i\'ing. Al ter a comprehensix'e explanat ion ol t he (d the gecsgt'^plu’ and 
to|3ography ol the laiul aiul t lie ethnography ol the Mayos, t he authors desci’ibe eight plants that are 
most im j'Hortant to the Mayos, plants that “make the Mayos Mayos.’ rolicnving isa list ol the plantsol 
1 he areas, ai ranged by lamiKk and prox'iding the Ma\'o and Spanish names as well as the binomial. 
The authors describe t he growing characteristics ol each i^lant and cite its uses -some vital 1\' impor- 
tant (const met ion, lood. medicine) and some trivial (such as kindling or a children's seed-spitting 
game). 

With this work. Yet man and V'an Ihevender have com ributed anotlu'r in their growing body ol 
[Uiblical ions that lead to an understanding ol the Maytxs and their culture as it relates to plants.— 


loLinn Kmgt’.s. Hi^uniinil RcsclUl h /nstitiUcu/ Tc.wis, Rort Wurl/i, 72V. ( 75.A. 
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